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In addition to your routine eye exams, here are some 
additional considerations for proper vision while driving:

GLASSES AND CONTACT LENSES 
If you wear glasses or contact lenses, you should have an 
extra pair with you whenever you’re driving. Make sure  
your vision prescriptions are current. 

DEPTH PERCEPTION
Depth perception—your ability to judge distances—requires 
both eyes working together. If one eye is weak or impaired, 
depth perception lessens, so increase following distances 
and be aware your backing skills may be affected.

NIGHT DRIVING 
At night, your ability to see is reduced. Colors can be 
harder to distinguish and objects can become harder to see. 
Oncoming headlights cause the pupil of the eye to constrict 
quickly and reopen slowly, much like going into a movie 
theater. As a result, your vision is briefly impaired. Avoid 
looking into oncoming lights and instead, look to the right 
side of the road, aligned with the fog line.

Your eyes are your greatest source of information about your world. And 
taking care of your eyes is one of the best things you can do for yourself. As a 
truck driver, your vision is incredibly important for not only your safety, but 
also the safety of others. When you’re driving, your field of vision is varied. 
You must look far ahead, read your instruments, be aware of your side vision, 
and distinguish colors. Because healthy vision is critical to your job, we 
recommend you have a yearly eye exam. 

Maintain eye 
health for optimal 
safe driving

AGE
Vision changes occur most noticeably as we grow older,      
but routine eye exams and proper eye care can reduce         
the effects of aging eyes. 

SUNLIGHT 
One of the leading causes of eye damage is exposure to UV 
radiation or sunlight. Avoid driving at sunset or sunrise if 
possible, and wear high-quality sunglasses with gray, green, 
or brown lenses.



For additional information on driver wellness 
or other safety topics, contact your regional 
safety consultant. You can also view safety 
resources on our online customer portal, 
Sentry Connect®, by visiting sentry.com.

Property and casualty coverages are underwritten, and safety services are provided, by 
a member of the Sentry Insurance Group, Stevens Point, WI. For a complete listing of 
companies, visit sentry.com. Policies, coverages, benefits, and discounts are not available 
in all states. See policy for complete coverage details.

This document is made available by Sentry Insurance a Mutual Company and its 
subsidiaries and affiliates (collectively “SIAMCO”) with the understanding that SIAMCO 
is not engaged in the practice of law, nor is it rendering legal advice. The information 
contained in this document is of a general nature and is not intended to address the 
circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Legal obligations may vary by state 
and locality. No one should act on the information contained in this document without 
legal advice from competent and licensed local professionals. THE INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS DISTRIBUTED BY SIAMCO “AS-IS”, WITHOUT 
ANY WARRANTIES. SIAMCO WILL HAVE NO LIABILITY TO ANY PERSON OR ENTITY 
WITH RESPECT TO ANY LOSSES OR DAMAGES CAUSED, OR ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN 
CAUSED, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY BY THIS DOCUMENT, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER 
SUCH CLAIM IS BASED ON CONTRACT, WARRANTY, TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE 
AND FOR PROPERTY DAMAGE AND DEATH) OR OTHER GROUNDS. 

WINDOWS AND MIRRORS 
Just as a properly fitted pair of glasses is an extension of 
your eyes, so too are the windshield and your mirrors. 
You wouldn’t drive with dirty or cracked glasses, so you 
shouldn’t drive with dirty or cracked windows or mirrors. 

Overall health plays a big role in eye health. Drivers with 
diabetes can develop eye disease, which can cause vision 
problems and eventually blindness if not treated. Smoking 
can also negatively impact your eyes. Have routine eye 
exams and follow doctor recommendations. Finally, avoid 
overall fatigue by getting enough sleep. Your ability to 
operate your truck safely depends on you being alert        
and your eyes rested.
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